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let’s talk about

Hemorrhagic 
Stroke

Are all hemorrhagic strokes the same?

There are two kinds of hemorrhagic stroke. In both, a 
blood vessel ruptures, disrupting blood flow to part of 
the brain. 

Intracerebral hemorrhages (most common type of 
hemorrhagic stroke):

the tissue deep within the brain. 

pressure or aging blood vessels.

vessels can rupture, also causing bleeding into the brain.

Subarachnoid  hemorrhages:

balloons out from an artery) on or near the surface of 
the brain ruptures and bleeds into the space between 
the brain and the skull. 

In addition to high blood pressure, factors that 
increase the risk of hemorrhagic strokes include: 

high estrogen content)

About 13 percent of strokes happen 

when a blood vessel ruptures in or near 

the brain. This is called a hemorrhagic 

stroke as shown at right.

When a hemorrhagic stroke happens, 

blood collects in the brain tissue. This 

is toxic for the brain tissue causing the 

cells in that area to weaken and die.

A type of hemorrhagic stroke, known as a subarachnoid hemorrhage, can occur 
when an aneurysm (a blood-filled pouch that balloons out from an artery) on or 
near the surface of the brain ruptures, flooding the space between the skull and 
the brain with blood.

Whhhhheneneenee  an arrrarrteeeetetetet ryyryryry iiiiinnnnnn
theee brbrbraiaiain n buuursrsstststststs,,,

bloodddd poopopop ololols ss wiww ththhhininin 
thhee e brbraiinnn titititit ssssssssss ueeeu ,,

caaaususiningg aa ststroookekkkeke.
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Prevention

We have many other fact sheets to help you make healthier choices to reduce your risk, manage 
disease or care for a loved one. Visit strokeassociation.org/letstalkaboutstroke to learn more.
Knowledge is power, so Learn and Live!

Take a few minutes to 
write your questions for 
the next time you see 
your healthcare provider.

For example:

Talk to your doctor, nurse or other 
healthcare professionals. Ask about 
other stroke topics.

Call 1-888-4-STROKE (1-888-478-7653) 
or visit us at StrokeAssociation.org to 
learn more about stroke.

Call the American Stroke Association’s 
“Warmline” at 1-888-4-STROKE
(1-888-478-7653), and:

Stroke Connection, a free 

HOW CAN I LEARN MORE? Do you have 
questions for the 
doctor or nurse?
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What can I do to 
help prevent another 
stroke?
How can I control high 
blood pressure?

My Quessttiioonnss:

Hemorrhagic Stroke

How are hemorrhagic strokes diagnosed?

When someone has shown symptoms of a stroke or a 

information and make a diagnosis. He or she will 
review the events that have occurred and will:

might be needed

and gets its blood supply. They can outline the injured 
brain area. Diagnostic tests fall into three categories.

of the brain.

changes in blood flow to the brain.

How are hemorrhagic strokes treated?

reduce the brain swelling that follows a stroke. 

Surgery may be needed depending on the cause of the 
hemorrhage. Surgery is often recommended to either 
place a metal clip at the base of an aneurysm or to 

Some procedures are less invasive and use of a 
catheter that goes in through a major artery in the 
leg or arm. The catheter is guided to the aneurysm 

prevent rupture.


